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Our environment should be very sacred to us. We need the Earth, the 
Earth does not need us. In fact, the human race has so severely tampered 
with the ecological balance that we have probably forfeited our right to a 
respectful position within that balance. Humans have desecrated the environ 
ment solely for greed...to have more material goods, a faster a easier 
lifestyle that relies on technology rather than natural processes. And all 
this - urbanization, mining, industrial waste, acid rain, nuclear power - 
has beena course pursued with no regard to harmony with other animal life 
or the Earth. It is no surprise, therefore, that harmony a unity between 
people themselves is just as ignored. It has been quite painful to those 
of us supporting these 5 activists, to witness the condemnation a lack of 
unity that have come prevalently from several environmental organizations. 
Every one of the 5 people accused have been very active a respected for 
their coirmittment to anti-nuclear a environmental work. They have worked 
from a very heart-felt place of being committed to reverse the destructive 
trend toward nuclearization - both of energy a weaponry - the same be¬ 
liefs a visions toward a healthier future that so many thousands of us 
share. None of us working against nuclear madness has hegemony over that 
work. None of us can dictate the expression of that committment a who can 
be a part of the environmental community. Some groups have felt obliged to 
sever themselves from both the accused a the charges they face, believing 
that their own work a reputation will be advanced by doing so. This is a 
misjudgement though because all politically active people are affected by 
this case, are on trial too. The harassment a attack against our groups is 
brought on by those segments that couldn't care less about humanity or 
freedom, not by the actions of any of our people who are working against 
those dominating powers. This case is the testing ground for the govern¬ 
ment's attempt to outlaw all political opposition to its operations - like 
its endorsement of missile testing, multinational energy rip-offs, a dis¬ 
tribution of violent material exploiting women a children. The 5 are 
suffering right now for the beliefs of all of us. And innocent or guilty, 
these 5 people will have suffered more for their politics by the time the 
trial begins, than most of us ever will. Dismissing them, or the issues 











surrounding the charges, will not change the fact that this case is a 
political matter & affects the very future of the environmental movement. 
Freedoms lost by any are freedoms lost to all. When we defend the 5, we 
defend ourselves. If we can overcome our fears, & be truly unified in 
seeing our common vrork & what common forces it is directed against, then 
we will be a stronger, broader resistance. 

IN TOTAL RESISTANCE: WE ARE ONE'. 




UPDATE 




Direct Indictment, That means that the government orders a case before 
the courts to be taken directly to trial. An extraordinary, rarely used 
process that bypasses all of the rights we are entitled to in this society. 
Direct Indictment is the latest in the series of injustices to be brought 
down on the Vancouver Five. The law entitles an accused to a preliminary 
hearing of evidence before a judge to determine if there is enough cause 
to hold a trial, & to give defense counsel an estimation of the evidence 
against their clients. This is a right & it is being denied them. The "al¬ 
leged” reasons for this indictment are that the courts will save costs on 
court time, overtime of court staff, & security precautions by eliminating 
a preliminary hearing, & that they don't want the upcoming election to be 
marred by press coverage of the court proceedings. Does justice have a 
dollar figure? 

And this is happening after an agreement made in March between the 
Crown & the Defense, before a judge, that the 5 defendants would agree to 
a shortened preliminary to avoid an already threatened Direct Indictment. 
What possible respect can remain for a judicial system that blackmails 
people into accepting less than their legally-given rights, promises them 
that this compromise will give them the security of not losing all their 
rights, & then hypocritically about-faces a strips away all their rights 
after all?? The courts are a sham. They deal & then cheat. Impartiality a 
justice become a farce to the point where even the outcome of the trial 
is merely part of the master plan. And we don't even have a part in the 
play - it's pretaped. 

Oh April 12, Ontario authorities laid charges against all 5 in con¬ 
nection with the bombing of the Litton plant that manufactures guidance 
systems for the Cruise Missiles. Three months had passed since their 
arrest Jan. 20, yet no charges had been laid & no evidence of a connec¬ 
tion shown. Suddenly, charges are laid 2 days before a bail appeal, forcing 
it to be canceled because if any were released on bail they would have been 
immediately rearrested & flown to Toronto. This ensures the impossibility 
of bail for any of them, & greatly magnifies the sensationalism surround¬ 
ing the case. 

Every accused also has the right to legal counsel, which will be pro¬ 
vided for them if they cannot pay themselves. These 5 people face about 
17 charges each. It is an extremely complicated, serious political case, 
yet the government's legal funding program will only offer their lawyers 
less than the minimum amount of funds alloted even to common cases. And 
this comes after three months of involved negotiating between the lawyers 
S Legal Aid. Three months of both the lawyers & their clients feeling 












assured that their relations were at least secure, only to find out that, 
in fact, there was not even that security of legal representation. Their 
lawyers will be unable to act for them because the funding offer will not 
even cover expenses. We do recognize that this is not the fault of Legal 
Aid, that many others will suffer from this policy of cutbacks, and that 
the problem 1 s source is with the government's refusal to uphold the civil 
& legal rights of this society. 

In an effort to further harass & inconvenience the community of sup¬ 
porters by minimizing public accessibility to court proceedings, the loca¬ 
tion for all further appearances has been changed from Vancouver to the 
New Westminster Court House. 

It is still the intention of the Crown to separate the charges & pro¬ 
ceed with four separate trials. This unusual move is their attempt to 
isolate the "criminal" charges from the "political" charges in order to 
confuse & diminish support. What this says to us though, is that the 
Crown is grasping at straws to try & make their side look more defendable. 


In the months since the arrests, support has come from many diverse 
conmunities of people. Some of that support has been shown concretely 
through press statements. 

Several local environmental & feminist organizations, including the 
Cheekeye-Dunsmuir Alliance & the B.C. Federation of Wbmen, gave public 
statements condemning media sensationalism, police intimidation tactics, 

& the complicity of the government in protecting Red Hot Video & B.C. 

Hydro while attacking its opponents. 

The B.C. Law Union called a press conference on Feb. 19 to express 
their concern over the proceedings in the case, stating: "Both the Attor¬ 
ney-General's ministry & certain of the media have commenced upon a course 
which has already jeopardized a fair trial...Additionally, we are informed 
that the Attorney-General, through the police, continues to wiretap, 
follow, search, question & otherwise harass persons engaged in legitimate 
vrork around issues such as nuclear disarmament, the environment, women's 
& native groups." 

The Canadian Civil Liberties Assoc, sent a letter to Robert Kaplan, the 
Solicitor-General, on Feb. 24 calling for an investigation into police 
conduct on the case. "Pre-trial publication of material which could pre¬ 
judice a jury is subject to possible punishment as a contempt of court... 
the C.C.L.A. requests the Solicitor-General to seek disciplining of such 
officers to the extent that their disclosures contravene existing law or 
policy." 

As a result of this pressure from civil liberties organizations & sev¬ 
eral M.P.'s, the Solicitor-General announced on March 17 that he has asked 
for a report by senior RCMP officials outlining what happened at the Janu- 

















ary press conference. Pressure should be maintained by the community on 
both the RCMP & the A-G's office to produce a response to these allegations 
‘of police misconduct. 

The National Action Committee on the Status of Women has also publicly 
voiced their concern that impartiality & the right to a fair trial has 
been infringed upon by the improprieties of police & media behavior. 

The Vancouver & District Labour Council, & the Cdn. Brotherhood of 
Railway, Transport & General Workers Union, have both recently sent letters 
to Alan Williams, the A-G, protesting the method used by the RCMP in the 
laying of the charges, & insisting that the RCMP be requested to follow 
due process of law. 

If you, or your organization, can issue a public statement to the 
Attorney-General on the issue of Direct Indictment, or police conduct, 
please do so. There are support groups for this case organized in Vancouver 
Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa, Calgary, & Winnipeg. 

Toronto Support Cmt. Citizens for Survival Citizens Against Repression 
P.0. Box 6326 Box 2, Sta. la Cite Box 965, Sta. B 

Toronto, ONT M5W 1P7 Montreal, PQ H2W 2M9 Ottawa, ONT KIP 5R1 

TO CONTRIBUTE SUPPORT... 

J * MARCH..."UNITY FOR FREEDOM” 

SAT. APRIL 30, 12;30 Oppenheimer Park (Powell S Jackson) 

...bring banners 

C. RALLY ... 2:00 320 E. Hastings 

j$ MUSIC/SPEAKERS/VIDEO/FOOD/INFO TABLES/CHILDCARE 
V ... information about the situation of the Vancouver Five & other 
t I liberation struggles 

I vl* BENEFIT... DEAD KENNEDYS, MORAL LEPERS, RED TIDE, NEOS 
J T MON. APRIL 25, 7:30 O.A.P. Hall, Government St., Victoria 

V\l *BENEFIT.. .MORAL LEPERS, SOLDIERS OF SPORT, SWAGMEN 

FRI. MAY 13, 8:30 Oddfellows Hall (Gravely S Commercial) $4.00 

* BAIL HEARING MAY 19 & 20, 10:00 a.m. New Westminster Courthouse 

♦BENEFIT. . .JUNCO RUN, TUNNEL CANARY 
FRI. MAY 27, 8:30 Oddfellows Hall $4.00 

♦ WRITE LETTERS to any of the 5 incarcerated: Julie Belmas, Ann Hansen, 
Gerry Hannah, Doug Stewart, Brent Taylor at: 

Oakalla Prison, Drawer "0", Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3N4 

♦ FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to the defense work 
FREE THE VANCOUVER FIVE DEFENSE GROUP 
Account #91740-1 
C/O CCEC Credit Union 

205 E. 6th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V5T 1J7 

♦ ANY OTHER IDEAS/INFO to share, contact us at: 

Free the Vancouver Five Defense Group 
P.O. Box 48296, Bentall Station 
Vancouver, B.C. V7X 1A1 




















